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E D I T O R I A L
European Citizens, standing up!

To overcome the crisis that is affecting the European project 
since several years, it is time for the European citizens to have 
a say in European “affairs”, especially on those issues that 

affect their future, i.e. the political, economic and social development 
of the EU.

It is not possible anymore that such matters stay confined to the 
national remit – mainly in the hands of the stronger governments – and 
within the European Council, where the member states empower the 
Troika for the bailout of a country. European 
Citizens have the right to say what kind of 
Europe they want, what European economic 
development they consider as sustainable for the 
present and for the next generations, what kind 
of economic and social development complies 
with the “European model”.

For this reason, we, the pro-European 
movements, have taken the decision to use 
the tool of participatory democracy provided 
by the Lisbon Treaty (art.11, TEU) – the 
European Citizens’ Initiative – and to launch 
the Campaign called New Deal 4 Europe for 
collecting ONE MILLION signatures to ask 
the European Commission to implement a 
”European Special Plan for a Sustainable 
Development and Employment”.

On 7th March, the European Commission 
has declared our ECI “eligible”! Therefore the 
Campaign started, supported by a European 
Committee representing eight national 
Committees established in Belgium, the Czech 
Republic, France, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Spain and Hungary.

With this New Deal for Europe, we, the pro-European movements, 
created the framework allowing the European Citizens to act concretely, 
first of all by signing the Initiative and then by engaging directly for its 
success. It is the first step on the path to a full and effective European 
citizenship right.

This is a big challenge for the promoters, but for the European 
citizens especially. We all have to demonstrate that Europeans want 
to decide for their future, against those who would like to keep them 
separated, enclosed within the anachronistic national borders, and who 
deny the possibility to exercise a shared sovereignty at the European 
level.

This is the moment for the European people to take their own 
decisions, in their own interest. By signing the ECI New Deal for Europe. 
By voting for the elections of the European Parliament!

Citizens of Europe, stand up!

Newsletter n. 3, March 2014

One million signatures
On March 7, the European Commission has declared “eligible” our ECI New Deal 4 Europe!

The collection of signatures for asking “A European Special Plan for a Sustainable Development and Employment” can now start!

This is the time for disseminating our action all over the Europe!

From the ruins of World War II a dream was born, over there in the 
small island of Ventotene, in the thought and the action of few men, 
imprisoned by the fascist regime. It was the dream for a European 

political unity as a guarantee of peace between the European peoples and as 
a radical alternative to the system of absolute national sovereignty that had 
led to the war and to the Nazi-fascism.

From that dream arose the process of the European unification, starting 
with the European Communities, passing through the direct election of the 

European Parliament, and the creation of a single 
currency.

Then that dream faded, right when it should 
have supported the project for a European 
Constitution. Face to that big challenge, national 
political classes retreated, and consequently the 
fear of the stranger and nationalism, the defence 
of the nation state sovereignty and the privileges of 
corporative social groups came to the surface again. 
And when the financial and economic crisis hit, 
the ‘lack of a vision’ by the national governments 
triggered a division in Europe, even more between 
those Europeans who share the same currency.

Weak in front of the crisis and lacking a 
European project, national governments chose to 
feed demagogy and populism in order to maintain 
the political consensus. Today though they fear 
what they had once encouraged, i.e. the anti-
European feeling of a part of their peoples.

We, the pro-European civil society movements, 
have to react to this nationalist wave, by launching 
two clear and simple watchwords: we need a 

European government and a Development Plan for Europe. The first one 
to assert Europe’s interests over those of the individual member states, the 
interests of unity over those of division. The second one to give Europe the 
image of progress and hope, to give Europe the strength not to succumb to 
the other global competitors.

Our ECI for a European special Plan for a sustainable development 
and employment is indeed the right way to spread those ideas: we need a 
European government to implement the Development Plan claimed by at 
least one million EU citizens. This is the time for European citizens to act, 
when national policies are still stuck in the past and cannot imagine the 
future.

If the European citizens will give the necessary strength to the ECI 
New Deal 4 Europe, then the dream of Altiero Spinelli – whose thought 
is continuing to inspire the pro-European sentiment – could come to 
the surface again, thus beating the nationalist forces in the forthcoming 
European elections and opening the way to a constitutional action toward 
the European federation.

Antonio Longo

Re-launching the European dream
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The European Commission has declared “eligible” 
the E.C.I. NEW DEAL 4 EUROPE!

The letter of E.C.     
       Brussels 07/03/2014

Title of proposed citizens’ initiative: NEW DEAL 4 EUROPE - FOR A EUROPEAN SPECIAL PLAN FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT 
- Date of request for registration: 07/01/2014     

Dear organisers,

We are pleased to inform you that the Commission considers that your proposed initiative satisfies the conditions for registration laid down in 
Article 4(2) of Regulation (EU) No 211/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011 on the citizens’ initiative, namely:
• the citizens’ committee has been formed and the contact persons designated;
• according to our analysis of the suggested legal basis (or, if inconclusive, of other possible ones), the proposed initiative does not manifestly 

fall outside the framework of the Commission’s powers to submit a proposal for a legal act of the Union for the purpose of implementing the 
Treaties;

• the proposed initiative is not manifestly abusive, frivolous or vexatious; and
• the proposed initiative is not manifestly contrary to the EU values as set out in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union.

As a result we are pleased to confirm that your proposed citizens’ initiative has been registered on 07/03/2014 under registration number 
ECI(2014)000002 and published in the Commission’s online register at: http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/initiatives/ongoing/details/2014/000002

Now you can sign up the ECI New Deal 4 Europe
To find the Form to collect signatures on paper, please go to the document webpage: http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/en/documents#forms
The service for the online collection of signatures will be active by the end of March 2014.

......and much more
To become an activist and a supporter of the New Deal 4 Europe Campaign, please go to the website and read carefully the INFO-KIT
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/download/ECI_NewDeal4Europe_Info-kit_en.pdf

Call to action for the European ECI Coalition and the national 
Committees supporting NEW DEAL 4 EUROPE

by Lucio Levi, President of Movimento Federalista Europeo

Dear Friends,

Today we have to meet one of the greatest challenges the federalist, the Europeanist and the civil society movements has ever 
faced over the last decades. We have received the news that European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) New Deal 4 Europe has been registered. 
Our ambitious goal is to collect one million signatures in order to achieve “A European special plan for sustainable development and 
employment”. This ECI is supported by national Committees composed by citizens, federalist, pro-European and civil society movements and 
trade unions in Belgium, Czech Republic, France, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Spain.

This initiative is particularly significant at a time when the European election campaign is going to start and the European institutions 
seem far from the citizens, unable to answer their concerns and their expectations, and unemployment – the most serious social problem 
produced by the crisis – has passed in the EU, according to the Eurostat estimates, 26 million units.

The governments, instead of increasing the own resources of the EU budget, lowered them below the threshold of 1% of the European 
GDP. Therefore, the means to go beyond the austerity policies, to boost development, to reduce unemployment have not been made available. 
There is no government without resources. On this limited but decisive point we wish to affect with our ECI (the institution of participatory 
democracy that allows to submit a legislative act to the European Commission), fostering a movement from below in order to change the 
course of events. A tax on financial transactions and a carbon tax would allow to double the size of the European budget and to begin the 
battle for transferring to the European Parliament the power to decide not only the expenses, but also the revenue of the budget. The European 
Parliament and the Commission, which will be formed after the vote, will have to take a position on this proposal.

In his inaugural speech delivered in Washington on March 4th 1933, Franklin Delano Roosevelt said:
“This great Nation will endure, as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we 
have to fear is fear itself - nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyses needed efforts to convert retreat into advance”.

The same appeal to endure and defeat fear has to be addressed to all of us. This time the problem does not lie in collecting a few thousand 
signatures only through the mobilization of the militants of each organization. The coalition of civil and political society forces, whose 
construction has taken us two years, gives us trust that we can gain consent of one million European citizens.

To find more information, to contribute to the campaign, and to sign go to the website: www.newdeal4europe.eu

http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/initiatives/ongoing/details/2014/000002
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/en/documents#forms
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/download/ECI_NewDeal4Europe_Info-kit_en.pdf
www.newdeal4europe.eu
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A network of cities supporting the Campaign New deal 4 Europe 
Turin, City Hall, February 28, 2014

The first Meeting of Mayors of European cities to launch an active support to our Campaign:
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/en/news-events/107-appeal-the-mayors-of-europe-for-a-new-deal-for-europe

Appeal of the Mayors of Europe for a New Deal for Europe

proposed by Mr. Piero Fassino (Mayor of Turin) and adopted by the 
Association of Italian cities.

The social and economic life of our cities is deeply dependent on 
the choices decided at the  European level in the field of monetary and 
budgetary policies. The redressing policies, although necessary, have 
proved inadequate to put a mechanism capable of relaunching economic 
growth and employment back in motion.

Local bodies, with less financial resources made available to them, 
have difficulties in providing public services to their citizens. This affects 
the levels of social protection and cohesion in our cities, those of education 
and training of the new generations, and those of the protection of the 
environment and the territory. The local policies too aimed at furthering 
the development of small and medium sized businesses, and of handicraft 
and trade are affected.

It is necessary that at the European level, at which an effective 
economic policy could be carried out, a “European Development Plan” 
be initiated, aimed at overcoming the recessive phase which is choking 
the European economy.

Only at the continental level can efficient and large-scale productive 
investments be made in the strategic sectors which Europe’s future 
depends on (research and development, alternative energies and 
environmental protection, great infrastructures of material and 
immaterial networks, etc.), so as to make it competitive in the world. 
Only a “European Plan” aimed at putting in motion those investments can 
transmit to the economic and political actors the indication of the goals 
and which direction to take to pursue them. Only a “European Plan” 

fueled by the Union’s own resources can be seen as credible in the eyes of investors.

A strong initiative is required in that direction: the European Citizens Initiative for a “European Special Plan for Sustainable Development and 
Employment”, aiming at collecting one million signatures in at least seven EU countries, places itself in precisely that perspective. Promoted by 
the European Federalist Movement and by dozens of civil society organizations in many European countries, it is also supported by the National 
Association of Italian Cities.

We, the Mayors of Europe, 

give our support to an initiative that makes our citizens the protagonists of the request for a Europe oriented towards “sustainable development 
and employment”; 

we share its goals, convinced that such a demand of participation constitutes also an important element for the establishment of a “European 
democracy” in the perspective of a democratic and federal Europe;

we ask the cities of Europe to create a network in support of the ECI New Deal for Europe, also providing help in the collection of signatures 
among citizens, with a view to further citizens’ participation in the pursuit of a European Union that produces development, growth and progress, 
for the benefit in the first place of the young generations.

http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/en/news-events/107-appeal-the-mayors-of-europe-for-a-new-deal-for-europe
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MANIFESTO For A European Plan for Sustainable Development and Employment
Six years have passed, but the severe crisis that Europe is experiencing is not yet overcome. The euro, a pillar of the single market, is not yet in 

a safe condition. The risk of economic policies being re-nationalized, a disastrous event for the economy and welfare of every country of the Union, 
no one excluded, is serious and real.

The emphasis of governments on budgetary rigour, albeit necessary to face the debt crisis, has aggravated the depressive spiral, due also to 
time compression of the achievement plan, jeopardising the healing of the financial system. It is necessary to think in new ways. In a serious and 
continuing recession phase, along with the completion of the single market, particularly in the essential field of services, and with the most indebted 
countries committed to put in place policies aimed to redress their national budgets, we must consider a special plan for relaunching development. 
A sustainable development, based on the realization of European infrastructures, on new technologies, on new energy sources, on the protection of 
the environment and cultural heritage, on cutting-edge research, on advanced education and professional training.

Such a plan must in the first place promote employment through such an amount of resources earmarked to investments in European public 
goods as necessary to generate a few million jobs, in particular in those countries where the social emergency of mass unemployment has reached 
alarming levels, up to the point of putting at risk their own democracies.

These additional financial resources can be found by providing for new Union’s own resources (for example a European tax on financial 
transactions and a tax on carbon emissions), private capitals (with Euro project bonds) and resources made available by the European Investment 
Bank.

The inter-governmental cooperation has proved to be utterly inadequate. The European Parliament is taking some action, also in view of the 
2014 elections. But in order to impart a decisive thrust to a too slow process, it is necessary that a voice rises up at last from the European citizens.

Hence the importance of the proposal, put forward by a large lineup of forces, from the federalist and pro- European movements to trade-unions 
and to many civil society associations, of the European Citizens Initiative (ECI), as provided by the Lisbon Treaty (Art. 11), For a Special European Plan 
for Sustainable Development and Employment. This proposal deserves to be strongly supported.

The European integration has been the great contribution to civilization that Europe has offered to the world, after it was torn apart twice for its 
fault in two bloody World Wars. Its unification process has ensured peace in Europe for more than 60 years now, and a wealth without precedents in 
history. It has also been a model for the entire planet.

Now all this is at risk. Europe is perceived by its citizens as the primary source of the difficulties created by the crisis, and more specifically as 
a source of inequality between citizens and countries, no longer as a hope for our future. The comeback of nationalism can be tackled only if the 
European citizens will demand that Europe proves to be capable of answering to their needs.

The time has come to open the road to an active presence of the European citizens in today’s and tomorrow’s world.

First signatories: Michel Aglietta, Michel Albert, Ulrich Beck, Don Luigi Ciotti, Daniel Cohn Bendit, Monica Frassoni, Emilio 
Gabaglio, Olivier Giscard d’Estaing, Sylvie Goulard, Pascal Lamy, Yves Mény, Claus Offe, John Palmer, Romano Prodi, 
Salvatore Settis, Dusan Sidjanski, Barbara Spinelli, Tzvetan Todorov

Upcoming important events

Press Conference
“New Deal for Europe”

Rue de la Loi 80 1040 
Brussels, Belgio

24th March 2014
5.30pm - 6.30pm

Press Conference
in Rome

Anci Associazione 
Nazionale Comuni Italiani 

Via dei Prefetti, 46
Roma, RM, Italia

24th March 2014
11.00pm - 12.00pm

Press Conference
in Athens

European Parliament Office 
in Athens

24th March 2014
12.00pm - 1.00pm

Réunion d’information 
sur l’ICE pour un 

plan européen pour 
le développement 
durable et l’emploi

Commission Européenne 
Boulevard Saint-Germain, 

Paris, France

24th March 2014
7.00pm - 8.00pm

CLICK HERE TO
VIEW THE EVENT

CLICK HERE TO
VIEW THE EVENT

CLICK HERE TO
VIEW THE EVENT

CLICK HERE TO
VIEW THE EVENT

http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/it/component/gcalendar/event/2/35dcuiholfcfq20q52n2sshud8?Itemid=109
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/it/component/gcalendar/event/2/35dcuiholfcfq20q52n2sshud8?Itemid=109
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/it/component/gcalendar/event/2/6n3p7ssq0rdnfq4mlqf33ql3d0?Itemid=109
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/it/component/gcalendar/event/2/6n3p7ssq0rdnfq4mlqf33ql3d0?Itemid=109
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/it/component/gcalendar/event/2/iob81rvl5d65gl4eh95err73l8?Itemid=109
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/it/component/gcalendar/event/2/iob81rvl5d65gl4eh95err73l8?Itemid=109
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/it/component/gcalendar/event/2/ogdf1ksneoll62ssujrbv05ua8?Itemid=109
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/it/component/gcalendar/event/2/ogdf1ksneoll62ssujrbv05ua8?Itemid=109
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Some Issues and some Answers

The issues …………of the European crisis

According to the I.M.F. forecasts, growth in the Euro area will reach 1 percent in 2014, compared to a 2.6 percent growth in the United States, 
while the emerging countries maintain high growth rates.

To overcome the crisis and to become competitive, Europe must implement a strict policy for the control of resources, in order to provide for an 
equitable and sustainable transformation of its economic and production system.

It is now acknowledged that although the road to a strict budgetary discipline (both for states and for individuals) is necessary and unavoidable, 
it is insufficient for restoring growth. 

Although what is proposed for the European economy is often on the right track, the fact that it is restricted to the individual national frameworks 
reduces its feasibility, effectiveness and economic impact. 

Here are some guidelines for re-launching the European economy:
• An expansionary economic policy in Europe is impossible at the national level, because Member States are committed to fiscal consolidation.
• Growth cannot be achieved by creating new debt.
• The problem of a recovery in consumer consumption exists, but it needs to be addressed with effective policies for redistributing income in 

favour of the less privileged classes, and not by credit measures.
• It is widely accepted that economic growth must be compatible with the protection of the environment. 
• Growth can be resumed only through investments that make European businesses competitive, reducing the consumption and cost of energy 

and raw materials, maximizing the use of information technologies, developing and spreading the knowledge society, and re-balancing the 
purchasing power.

Based on the principles stated above, it has become essential to launch a “European plan”, limited but decisive, in order to show to the European 
economic and social actors the direction to follow.

The content of the ECI New Deal for Europe
A European Special Plan of 400 bln in 3 years for

Investing

... in research&innovation:
to make Europe competitive in the globalized world,                                                                     
to lead Europe toward the knowledge society
to offer to young people skills and good jobs

... in renewable energy:
to safeguard natural resources
to fight global warming and to pass to the next generations a cleaner Planet
to make Europe less dependent from oil&gas producer countries

... in infrastructural networks: 

to create a European energy network
to create a European telecommunication broadband
to improve sustainable mobility infrastructures, for the workers especially, by safeguarding the 
environment

... in ecological agriculture:
to defend the bio-diversity
to produce high-quality food
to help young people to discover a sustainable and profitable agriculture

... in the safeguard of the environment 
and of cultural heritage: 

to safeguard the territory plundered by speculation
to keep the artistic and cultural values of a unique civilization
to create jobs in the sectors aimed to improve the quality of life

continues at page 6...
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Contact us and become a promoter  
ECI New Deal 4 Europe contacts:
Website & Social Network Team. Reference: Nicola Vallinoto, email: nicola.vallinoto@gmail.com
Translators’ Team. Reference: Roberta Carbone, email: roberta.carbone@newdeal4europe.eu 
Newsletter Team. Reference: Antonio Longo, email: eurolongo@alice.it
To subscribe this newsletter goto website: www.newdeal4europe.eu
To contact local groups or to become active in your city write to the organizers at info@newdeal4europe.eu
Social network addresses:
Twitter:   www.twitter.com/NewDeal4Europe
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/NewDeal4Europe
Google+:  plus.google.com/+NewDeal4EuropeEurope
Flickr:  www.flickr.com/photos/NewDeal4Europe
Youtube:   www.youtube.com/NewDeal4Europe

...continues from page 5

Financing

a European Solidarity Fund:
to help unemployed people to find a new job
to promote start-up companies for young people

The present “plan” being designed to boost competitiveness, particularly of the services sector, should allow the creation of at least 20 
million new jobs.

A New Deal for Europe financed by own resources, such as:

the financial transactions tax (FTT):

to hit financial speculation and to promote a fair financial
support to the real economy
to favour more transparency in the field of cross-border financial transactions
to efficiently fight tax havens

the carbon tax:
to favour  the reduction of CO2 and to fight global warming
to finance investments in renewable energies
to guide the industrial sector towards a non-polluting production

Moreover, the carbon tax could push the economic system in the direction of sustainable choices. Furthermore, it is compatible with transitional 
measures aimed at increasing the tax on goods imported from areas that have not adopted similar measures.
On the other hand, the tax on financial transactions could be exploited as a means to ensure that the change of the economic system is socially 
sustainable in the transition phase. In fact, it would allow a significant refinancing of the European Globalization Adjustment Fund (whose tasks 
would be redefined) and the shift of at least part of the tax burden from unskilled and precarious labour to financial revenues. 
The launch of the “plan”, with its common European wide taxation measures, should be accompanied by a reduction of the costs that member states 
currently have to bear in areas of joint action. 

In parallel to attributing new resources to the EU arising from the carbon tax and the FTT, Member States will need to reduce taxes at the 
national level by a corresponding amount in order to keep a balance and, ultimately, to reduce the tax burden on taxpayers.

WATCH OUR SUPPORTERS : http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/en/supporters

ECI New Deal 4 Europe logotypes:

http://www.newdeal4europe.eu
www.twitter.com/NewDeal4Europe
http://
plus.google.com/+NewDeal4EuropeEurope
www.flickr.com/photos/NewDeal4Europe
www.youtube.com/NewDeal4Europe
http://www.newdeal4europe.eu/en/supporters

